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AMENDMENTS . 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



In the Claims 



i method for funding a state government 



t'7 Claim 1 (currently amended): A computer re 
procurement system comprising the acts of: 

a. providing an internet-based procurement system by & services provider for use by 
a state government agency for procurement of goods and services; 

b. providing an Internet portal for use by the state government agency to 
communicate electronically with the internet-based procurement system; 6&d 

c. providing an Internet portal for useby a qualified vendor wishing to sell goods 
and/or services to the state government agency, whereby tho vondonpayo a f ee for an opportunity 
to bo connect e d to the internet baaed procurement system, wksrein the - fee paid by the vendor io 

a percentage of th e costs of tho goods and/or servkes providod to the state by the vender 

d determining payment funds froifr the state gpy grppfiyit a ^ en c v for goods and/or 
serviceuafflSded by the vendor; 

e. sending a first portion of the oAvment funds to the vendor: 

f . sending a second portion of the payment funds to a reserveJ&rad: and 
g sending a provider payment fipm the reserve fund to the services provider . 



Claim 2 (cancelled) 

Claim 3 (previously amended): Hie methodpfclaim 1 comprising an additional act of 
providing an Internet portal for a customer of AeTstate government agency, whereby the 
customer can execute an electronic transa^n, via the internet-based procurement system, with 
the state government agency in exchange for a fee, wherein the customer is one of the group 
consisting of a person seeking a diver's license, a person seeking a vehicle license, a person 
seeking a voter registration, aiicrson seeking ajicenseto practice professionally in the state, a 
person seeking a businesaregistration, a person seeking a salestaxcgrtificate, a person seeking a 
sales permit and a person seeking a generic state identification document. 



Serial No. 09/668,849 
Docket No. 426882000400 



Received trom < 415 2687522 > at 6/19/03 8:14:26 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



JUN. 19.2003 5:1 7PM MOFO 28TH FL 



NO. 605 P. 7 



yj Claim4 (currently amenddd): The method of claim 2 1 wherein the state government 
agency is able to use the internet-based procurement system to sell by auction or other methods, 
obsolete or excess inventory held by the state government agency to interested buyers. 

Claim 5 (currently amem ed): A computer based method for a state government 
procurement system comprising the acts of: 

a> providing an inte: net-based procurement system by a services provider for use by 
a state government agency for p x>curement of goods and services, where the internet-based 
procurement system is funded by fees comprising payments from participating vendors, 
payments by investment from the services provider, payments by transaction fees collected from 
customers comprising persons s eelring services from a state agency * through use of the internet- 
based procurement system and payments by reduced fees from the state government agency; and 

b. providing an Int srnet portal for use by the state government agency to 
communicate electronically wit h the internet-based procurement system to communicate 
electronically with vendors for joods or services desired by the state government agency, and 
with customers for services pro rided by a state agency 

c. providing an Into met portal for use by a q ual ified vendor wishing to sell goods 



and/or services to the state gove rnnent agency; 



sendees pTQYfled by the vendor 



sending a first ] 



d. dete rmtniTip pay 1 * tent funds from the, state government agency for goods and/or 



ion of the pavmentfunds to the vendor; 



f. sending a second portion of the payment funds to a reserve fund: and 

g sending a providbr payment from the reserve fund to the services provider . 



Claim 6 (currently amended): The method of claim 5 , further comprising: 

when an input iniQ-the: eserve fund exceeds an excess-funding threshold sending a first 



portion of a corresponding sur] >lus from the jg&erve fund to the services provider and sending a 



second portion of theLCjarrespo iding surplus to the state government agencv: and 



when an input into the 



reserve fund falls below an insufficient-funding threshold. 



carrying out an insufficient-fa idincr rftyiginn including at least one o£ 
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reducing the first portion of the payment funds that are sent to the vendor and 
increasing the second portion of the payment funds that are sent to the reserve fund 

reducing a scope of service of the internet-based procurement system, and 
sendin g a supplemental payment from the state government agency to the reserve 
fund comprising an additional act of - providing an Internet portal for use by a qualified voede? 
wishing to soil goods and/or se iwcoffl to tho state gov e rnment agency, whoroby tho vendor pays a 
fee for tho opportunity to bo connected to tho internot baaed - procuremcnt system, whom tho fee 
paid by tho vendor is a percentage pf tho cost to the state of th e goods and/or oprvioo provid e d by 
the vend e r . 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The method of claim £ 5 comprising an additional step of 
providing an Internet portal for a customer of the state government agency, whereby the 
customer can execute an electronic transaction, via the internet-based procurement system, with 
the state government agency in/exchange for a fee, wherein the customer is one of the group 
consisting of a person seeking a driver's license, a person seeking a. vehicle license, a person 
seeking a voter registration, a ; )erson seeking a license to practice professionally in the state, a 
person seeking a business regi station, a person seeking a sales tax certificate, a person seeking a 
sales permit and a person seek ng a generic state identification document. 



ClaimS 
agency is able to use the 
obsolete or excess 



(currently amdnded): The method of claim & 5 wherein the state government 

interqet-based procurement system to sell by auction or other methods, 
inventory hjbld by the state government agency to interested buyers. 



Claim 9 (currently am* nded): A system for providing Internet-based electronic 
procurement services to a stat< > government agency, comprising: 

• a computer ha\ ing a processor, a memory, a database, and communications 
connections to the Interne :, the computer provided by a services provider, 

• a first server rr echanism coupled to the computer for providing procurement 



channels between buyers 



and sellers of goods and services; 
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V 



a second server mechanism coupled to the first server mechanism for 
communicating with an Internet portal in the state government agency whereby citizens and 
other customers of state services can communicate with a state agency; and 

• a third server mechanism coupled/to the computer for communicating with a 
qualified vendor of goods or services who is/w i fting to pay a fee for the opportunity to deal 
^v&h-tho atate government agenoy, the fee providing a boaio for reducing tho prico of the 
prnPiirann B Tit system to tho atate government agenc y , wherein the computer includes 
ftYfrffftahle commands for: 

determining payment funds frcfai the state government agencvJ or goods and/or 
services provided bv the vendor, 

sending a first portion of the davmeniLfands to the vendor: 
sending a second portion of tie payment funds to a reserve fund; and 
send in g a provider payment from the reserve fund toithe services provider . 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A system for implementing a computerized 
eProcurement system for a state government agency, comprising: 

a server computer hosting an eProcurement system accessible via client computers to a 
plurality of state government agencies who comprise potential buyers of goods and/or services, 
said eProcurement system including a user interface (UI) comprising controls whereby a state 
government agency user selects criteria and a display whereby results are displayed; 

a database of information electron ically coupled to the server computer concerning goods 

a qualified vendors of goodo or cervices who ar e 
deal with the state ' government agency, wh e rein the foe 



and services available from a plurality of 
willing to pay a fee for the opportunity tc > 

is a poreentago of tho oooto to th es tate of the goods and/or oarvioBB provided by tho vendor ; 

whereby wherein said ePiocuren ent system is available via. the Internet to assist a state 
government agency buyer in locating a ] iroduct or service of interest and in locating a specific 
qualified vendo r, and the server comport a* includes executable instruction&for: 

determining payment fur ds from the state gQvernment agency for goods and/or 
services provided bv the vendor: 

sendin g a first portion of the payment funds to the vendor; 

sending a second portior of the payment funds to a reserve fund: and 
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sending a pro\ttder^ payment from the reserve fund to a services provider of the 
eProcurement svstem r^ 



Claim 11 (previously amended): The system of claim 10 wherein the computerized 
eProcuiement system for a stata government agency is provided by a services provider for use by 
the state government agency for procurement of goods and services, where the computerized 
eProcurement system is fundei by fees comprising payments from participating vendors, 
payments by investment from /the services provider, and payments by transaction fees collected 
from customers comprising p< srsons seeking services from a state agency through use of the 
computerized eProcurement s ystem, 

p v ^ Claim 12 (currently amended): An intehiet based method for use in an eProcuiement 
system by a state government agency comprisfing the following acta: 

providing a web site having a user interface (UI) S wherein the XJI includes user input and 
display windows for use by a state government agency user; 

receiving at the web site user inputs indicative of a desired product or service; 
determining from the us£r inputs/whether the user is a state employee seeking a purchase 
of goods and/or services for the state, or whether the user is a citizen or other customer seeking 
to purchase a good and/or service from the state; 

determining from a database/whether the desired product or service is available from a 
state agency or from a qualified vendor wishing to sell goods and/or services to the state 
government agency, whereby the/Vendor pays a fee for the opportunity to be connected to the 
eProcurement system; and 

providing informationiegarding the availability of the desiisd product or service to the 
state government agency user whether this user is a state employee or a customer of state 
services, wherein the cost of the eProcurement system is funded by fees comprising payments 
from participating vendors, payments by investment from the services provider, payments by 
transaction fees collected from customers comprising persons seeking services from a state 
agency through use of /eProcurement system and payments of reduced fees from the state 
-govemmenragettcsl , 
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determining payment funds ftrim the state government agency for goods and/or 
services provided bv the vendor; 

sending a first portion of the pkvment funds to the vendor, 
sending a second portion of the payment funds to a reserve fund: and 
sending a pro vider payment from the res erve fondte the services provider. 



Claim 13 (currently amended): A computer related method for funding a state 
government procurement system comprising the acts of: 

a. providing an internet-based! procurement system by a services provider for use by 
a state government agency for procurement of goods and services; 

b. providing an Internet portal for use by the state government agency to 
communicate electronically with the internet-based procurement system; and 

c. providing an Internet portal for use by a qualified vendor wishing to sell goods 
and/or services to the state government agenc y, whereby the vendor pays a foe to a stat e 
government ag e ncy ^ for an opportunity to b e connected to the int e rnet - based - proouromont system^ 
wherein tfa a-fee- paid by th e- vendor ia of percentage of - fe e- co s t of the goods or s e rvices provided 
to the state government agency by the/ vendor, oaid fee being used in partial - payment to - th e 
services provider ; 

determining payment funds from the st ate governm ent agency for goods and/or 



services provided bv the vendor: 

sending a first portioi 



of the payment funds tp the vendor: 



sending a second por ion of the payment funfls Jo a reserve fund: and 
sending a provider pi vment from the reaerve fund to the services provider . 



Claim 14 (cancelled) 

Claim 15 (previously amended): The method of claim 13 comprising an additional act of 
providing an Internet portal for a customer of the stecie government, agency, whereby the 
customer can execute an electronic transaction, vjA the internet-based procurement system, with 
the state government agency in exchange for a fee payable to the state government agency for an 
opportunity to be connected to the internet-based procurement system, said fee being used in 
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partial payment to the services provider, wherein the customer is one of the group consisting of a 
person seeking a driver's license, a person seeking a vehicle license, a person seeking a voter 
registration, a person seeking a license/to practice professionally in the state, a person seeking a 
business registration, a person seeking a sales tax certificate, a person seeking a sales permit and 
a person seeking a generic state ideijjification document. 



Claim 16 (previously adde&d): The method of claim 13 wherein the state government 
agency is able to use the internet-based procurement system to sell by auction or other methods, 
obsolete or excess inventory hpW by the state government agency to interested buyers. 




P ^ y Claim 17 (currently amended): The method of claim 5 compriim g- cm - additional QCt of 
priding on Internet portal for use by a Qualified vendor wishing to ooll goods and/or services to 



the state - governm e nt Qgenoy, whereby t is vendor payn n fee to a otgpto government agoncy for th e 



partial paym e nt to the oervicoa providor 



opportunity to be eonneotedto the intern e t bas e d procurement system, said foe being rcturaed4fi 



further comprising; sending a development payment 



from the reserve fund to the services pn jyjjfe fojLfimding development of the internet-based 




procurement system . 

Claim IB (currently amended); |A system for providing Internet-based electronic 
procurement services to a state govemx lent agency, comprising; 

• a computer having a processor, a memory, a database, and communications 

puter provided by a services provider, 

• a first server mechanism coupled to the computer for providing procurement 
channels between buyers and selkjcrs of goods and services; 

• a second server mechanism coupled to the first server mechanism for 
communicating with an Internet portal in the state government agency; and 

a third server mechanism coupled to the computer for communicating with a qualified 
vendor of goods or services who is willing to pay a fee to a state government agency for the 
opportunity to deal with the state government agency, wherein the f e^ paid by tho vendor ia a 
poroontago of tho cost of the goods pr service s- provided to the stato government ag e ney - by - th e 
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vendor^ tho foo providing a basis for reducing the pries of tho proouremont ayatem to the atate 
government agano v the server computer includes e^eqitable Instructions for: 

detenrrining payment fund j from the state government agency for poods and/or 
services provided by the vendor: 

sending a first portion of the payment funds to the vendor; 
sending a second portion of the payment fundft to a reserve fond; and 



sendingja provider pavm< ant from the reserve fund to; the services provider . 



Claim 19 (previously amended): The system of claim 18 wherein the system for a state 
government agency is provided by a services provider for use by the state government agency for 
procurement of goods and servit ;es, where the system is funded by fees comprising payments 
from participating vendors, payments by investment from the services provider, and payments by 
transaction fees collected from customers comprising persons seeking services from a state 
agency through use of the computerized eProcurement system. 



* P V ^ ( cuxren ^y amE &ded): An internet based method for use in an eProcuxement 
system by a state government a gency comprising the acts of: 

providing a web site ha\ ing a user interface (UI) ? wherein the UI includes user input and 
display windows for use by a st rte government agency user, 

receiving at the web site user inputs indicative of a desired product or service; 
determining from a database whether the desired product or service is available from a 
qualified vendor wishing to sdl goods and/or services to the state government agency, whereby 
the vendor pays a fee to a state government agency for the opportunity to be connected to the 
eProcurement system, saidfe s being returned to a services provide! in partial payment for their 
services; ead 

providing informatior regarding the availability of the desired product or service to the 
state government agency use] , wherein the cost of the eProcurement system is funded by fees 
comprising payments from p anticipating vendors, payments by investment from the services 
provider, and payments by transaction fees collected from customers desiring service from a 
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determining payment funds ftyn the state government agency for goods and/or services 
provided bv the vendor: 

sending afirst portion of the/payment funds to the vendor; 
sending a second portion of the payment funds to a reserve fund: and 
sending a provider p ayment from th e reserve fund to the services provider . 

Claim 21 (new): A method as clamed in claim 1, further comprising: 
sending a development payment from the reserve fund to the services provider for 
funding development of the intemet-hdsed procurement system. 

Claim 22 (new): A method/as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 
when an input into the reserve fund exceeds an excess-funding threshold, sending a first 
portion of a corresponding surplus from the reserve fund to the services provider and sending a 
second portion of the corresponding surplus to the state government agency. 

Claim 23 (new): A/method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 
when an input into the reserve fund falls below an insufficient-funding threshold, 
carrying out an insuffident-funding revision including at least one of: 

reducing the first portion of the payment funds that are sent to the vendor and 
increasing the seconds/portion of the payment funds that are sent to the reserve fund, 

reducpg a scope of service of the internet-based procurement system, and 
sending a supplemental payment from the state government agency to the reserve 

— -—fc^L, 
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